NOTES ON THE NOMENCLATEKE OF SC'YMNUS OE 
SOY]\lN()KHlNr"S, A (iENUS OF SHAEKS, 



By Theodore (till, LL. 1). 



The shark genus generally known under the name Scymnun can 
not retain that name. To show why it can not and what should be its 
substitute is the object of the present eommiiiiication. 

I. 

The name Seymniis was given to the genus of sharks by Euvier in 
1817; the same name had been given by Kugelmann in 1791 to a genus 
of eoceinelloid beetles, and is still in use, the insect genus now com- 
prising v(uy numerous S])eeies. Therefore, the use of the appellation 
in ichthyology is precluded. Several names are available as substitutes. 

II . 

In 1810 Batinesque gave the name Dalafias to a genus distinguished 
from his Sqnahts {Acanthias) by the alleged absence of spiracles. Our 
knowledge of the Mediterranean fauna and Eatinesque’s descriptions 
otherwise enable us to identify the two species which he refers to 
JJalaiid.s and to assume that the spiracles must have been present in 
both of them. The />. sparophayns was a Sei/mnns: the />. norfnrnus 
a typical Squalus, Dalatias of Eafinesque was, therefore, a synonym 
of Sqi{((Ius of Batinesque, and the result of a blunder and failure of 
observation. 

111 . 

In 1830 Swainson adoi)ted the genus Dalatias, Eaf." but limited it 
to />. nocfiniiHs^ incorporating with the generic diagnosis, charact(‘rs 
derived from the specific diagnosis given by Bafinesipie {furnished with 
anterior spines, etc.) of J). noctnnin.s. 

IV. 

In 1810 Bouai>arte first substituted for the name Scyiinius the new 
term Scymnovhinus^ doubtless for the reason that he had ascertained 
that the coleopterous genus had received the former name before the 
selachian. 
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V. 

Ill 1850 Gray revived the name Dalatias for the Scymni, on the ground 
of priority for the former and not becanse Scymuus was jireoceupied. 

VI. 

T conclude that Dalatias was to all intents and purposes a pure 
synonym of and the addition of a s]>ecies of another genus 

was surely insuflicient to affect its charaetm*. Scymnas would therefore 
have been available as the first independent name of the shark genus, 
so called, had it not been already used. Under the circumstances, how- 
ever, Dalatias might have been revived with the modified sense attrib- 
uted to it by Gray, if its revival had not been precluded by other eon 
siderations. But the jirevious limitation of Dalatias by Swainson and 
substitution of a new name by Bonaparte barred such revival. The 
name given by Bonaparte must therefore be used for the Scymni of 
Cuvier. 

VI I. 

The following synonymy will give other data respecting the names 
referred to: 

Genus SCYMNORH INUS. 

C^Lvs LelSm {Seymnns)y Cry \K\\, Evgne Animal, II, ]>. U>0, 1SI7; 2d ed,, II, p. 
!>i)2. 1829 (not of Kngehnann, 1791). 

C^SrifuiuorhinuH, Boxapacte, Cat. Met. Pesci Enropei, Id, 1810. 

Gp.av, List Fishes Brit, ^Ins., I, p. 75, 1851. 

We may congratulate ourselves that such a barbarous compound as 
Dalatias (of nnknowii formation) iummI not be used. Scymnorhin ns\\^s^ 
tl)e imuat of being of classical origin and correct formation, although 
meaningless^ as a denominator of genmnc characteristics. 

VIII. 

Tlie <‘haiige of the generic name entails a corresponding change in 
the name of the family of which the genus is the type. The nomencla- 
ture of that family is summarized in the following synonymy: 

Family S()51N1()S1 lUE. 

<[Abthcilnn.<i der Ilaitisclie, Mi’llek ami Hexi.e, Archiv Xaturgesch.. d. 

I, p. :J99. 1887. 

<Fonrth division of .Sharks, Mi’ller and IIexle, Mag. Xat. Hist., n.s., II, 
p. 88, isas. 

<^Sc}inna, MCller and Hexle, Syst. Beschreib. Flagiostomen, p.'91, 1811. 

<^Sc}/mnida\ Ada-Ms, 3Iaii. Xat. Hist., p. 89, 1851. 

<^Sci/m)ud<(\ Eiciiardsox, Encyol. Brit., 8th ed., XII, p. 325, 1856. 

<^ScifWHoidei, Bleeker, Ennni. Sp. Piscinin Archipel. Indico, p. xii, 1859. 

’ SoyiiinorhiiinH cnb or whelp shark. Why Setfumus wa.s api)li(‘d 

to beetle.s is not evident; it may have been given in allusion to their small siz<\ 
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<^Scifmuoid(Vf Gill, Aim. X. Y. Lyoenin X"at. Hist., VII, p. 405, 1862. 

C^^ci/xiui, A. DtmiAul, Hist. Nat. Poiss., I, ]»p. 810,450, 1865. 

<^SpinackJ(i\ GOntueil Gat. Fish. P>rit. Mus., VI 1 1, j)p. 855, 417, 1870. 

<^Seif}iut}, Fitzixgeh, Sitzuni^sber. K. Akad. der Wisstaisclj. Wien, LXAHI, p. 56, 
1878. 

<^S<)iU)iiositJ(V, JoKDAX, Man. A^ert. An. N. U. 8., 5th ed., p. 15, 18S8. 

C^Sjyiuachhv, AA’’ooi)Wari), Cat. Fossil Fishes Brit. AIus., I, p. 30, 1889. 

= Dahitiida'y Gill, Alem. Nat. Acad. 8ei., VI, ]). 129,1892. 

S Li b Oil 11 i 1 y S (J NT AX 0 X L 1 1 4S" ^ . 

C^Sn/muiui, Bonaparte, Alem. 8oc. Hist. Nat. ATeuchatcl, II, 1838; Nnovi 
Annali dello Sci. Nat., II. ]). 199, 1838; lA^, p. 183, 1840. 
c^Dahitiaua, Graa^ List Fish. Brit. ]Mus., pt. 1, p. 74, 1851. 
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